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An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Kingdom Economy, by Gmel

October 18, 2026
Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost

10:15 A.M.



Welcome!
Welcome to our guests! Thank you for being here. It is such a joy to worship with you.
Please speak to any member of the Pastoral Team if you would like to explore how our
church may become your spiritual home. As an Open and Affirming congregation we
seek to extend the extravagant welcome of God to all people, all the time. Regardless of
your race, class, ancestry, gender identity, marital status, ability, age, immigration status, or
sexual orientation, you are always welcome at First Church. We affirm your inherent

dignity as a child of God. God created you just as you are and loves you just as you are.
We do, too!

Children’s Ministries: Babies are always welcome in the Sanctuary during worship. We
also have a nursery (accessible through the "baby breezeway" in the back of the
Sanctuary). First Church offers child care (for ages 3 months to 3 years) with professional
nursery staff on Sundays @ 9:45am-11:45am. Sunday School classes ate known as
“Disciple Road” (age 4 through 5th grade) and “Middle Road” (6th grade and up) and are
currently in session. New students are welcome. We also have a children’s choir. Reach
out to our Minister of Children and Families Kim Feeney
(kfeeney(@firstchurchfairfield.org) for more information about our children’s ministries &
taith formation programs.

We have a hearing assist system for those with Bluetooth enabled hearing aids available

and also have receivers with earpieces available. Please speak to an usher for assistance.

Leading Us in Worship

The Rev. Vanessa Rose, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Kathy Williamson, Liturgist

Kim Feeney, Minister of Children & Families
Dr. Frank Martignetti, Director of Music & Organist
Chancel Choir
Jermaine Charles, Audio & Video
Deacon: Michelle Nolan
Usher: Rita Skog & Heather Hodgeman

Worship leaders speak the text in regular type.
All the People of God speak the text in boldface.

Italic Text provides explanation or instruction.

* Please stand if you are able.



WE GATHER TO HEAR GOD’Ss WORD

Prelude “Timmortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” art. Michael Burkhardt
Welcome and Announcements
Introit What Does the 1.ord Require of You? Jim and Jean Strathdee

*Call to Worship

One: Come, make a joyful noise to God, all the earth!

All: Come, let us worship God!

One: Near and far, we hear the songs of sorrow -

All:  Let us listen, and act, so they become songs of gladness.
One: Near and far, we hear the sounds of suffering -

All: Let us listen, and act, so they become songs of relief.
One: Near and far, we hear the sounds of injustice -

All: Let us listen, and act, so they become songs of repair.
One: Come, make a joyful noise to God, all the earth!

All: Come, let us worship God!

*Hymn Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise 1 New Century Hymnal
*Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the
glory forever. Amen

Children’s Sermon

*Passing of the Peace

One: May the peace of God be with youl All: And also with you!
We greet one another with a sign of peace.

The children may go with their friends and teachers to Disciple Road and Middle Road.



GoD’s WORD 1S PROCLAIMED

*Hymn of Praise Gloria Patri

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Scripture Exodus 33:12-23
Sermon The Rev. Vanessa Rose
*Hymn God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 565 New Century Hymnal

WE RESPOND TO GOD’s WORD

Joys and Concerns

The flowers this morning are donated in honor of our First Church staff. We appreciate all you do to
keep things running smoothly, with love from the congregation.

Prayers of the People

Invitation to Offering
Today’s loose plate offering will support Neighbors in Need which funds justice and compassion ministries,

commmunity organizing, and direct service projects.



Offertory Take My Life, That I May Be arr. Mark Sedio

take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.

Take my life, that I may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;

) g Take my voice and let me sing
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

always, only, for my King;
take my lips and let them be

Take my hands and let them move ,
filled with messages from thee.

at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be

) ) Take my will and make it thine;
swift and beautiful for thee.

it shall be no longer mine;
take my heart, it is thine own;

Take my silver and my gold, )
it shall be thy royal throne.

not a mite would I withhold;

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God, for all that love has done
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing 77 New Century Hymnal
*Benediction and Response God Be With You
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Postlude “Rondeau” from Sinfonie de Fanfares Jean-Joseph Mouret



PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS
Congregants Currently Receiving Hospice Care: Melissa Booker and Sarah Jewell, along with

their families and loved ones.

Congregants: L.aNeil Brown, Sr.; Pertrinea Cash; Dan Christianson; Betsy Dalling; Fernando
Destruge; Gloria Evans; Charlotte Jefremow; Christy Jefremow; Nancy Jones and family; Adelaide
Kitchen; Jerry Krenke; Elizabeth Saint; The Rev. David Spollett; Penny Stevens; Julie Traum;
Andrea Wakeman; Elinor Wilber; all those living with memory loss and Alzheimer’s disease; and all

caregivers.

Family and Friends: Ed Allen (friend of Patty Bilotto); Alison Babycos (friend of Kim Henry); Hal
Burdick (Friend of David McKinnis); Bob Buyiteck (friend of Bill Sargent); Tracy Bloom (sister of
Michael Traum); Ellen Cahill; Art Christiani (friend of Bill Sargeant); Diane Studwell Crawley;
Donna, her husband and daughter (friends of David McKinnis), Brandon Deedon (Pertrinea Cash’s
son); Mary Lou Earnshaw, (sister of Nancy Weber); Janet Faller (sister-in-law to Michael Traum);
Carter Faustini; Kimberly Fetteri (friend of the Gindek family); Charles Ferguson (brother of Cathy
Kane), Jetf Fischer (friend of Charlotte Dyslin); Larry Gaddy (Connie Sargent’s cousin); Nate
Gifford (cousin of Connie Sargent); The Grover Family; Greenawalt and Darnall Families (Gindek
tamily); Bill Fry (Penny Stevens’ brother-in-law); Nancy Hamlin (sister of Charlotte Dyslin); Walter
Haenn (brother of Madeline Lee); Jimi Han (friend of the choir); Yochai Harel; Melanie
Rainbow-Harel and family (friends of Michelle Walker); Henry (friend of Laura Gnidek); Christina
Holms (Connie and Bill Sargent’s niece); K.B. (friend of Robin Griskus); William Kennedy (friend of
David McKinnis); Michael Kelly; Scott Kimmel; Lorel Kelly; Amanda Martignetti (sister of Frank);
John Mastropietro; Lila (friend of Beth McKinnis); Diane Marble (sister-in-law of Charlotte Dyslin);
Peter Maloney; Brian McCarthy; Debra MclLeod; Dorothy Michalowski (friend of Connie and Bill
Sargent); Mike Palmer; Rosie Perera (friend of David McKinnis); Barbara Peterson (friend of Ted
and Judy Andre); Jean Rita Powers, Artie Quinn; Dick Reese (father in law of Melissa Stanhewicz);
Nasir Reid (friend of Rita Skog); Patty Roberts (cousin of Connie and Bill Sargent); Rosalie
Rutkauskas (Jessie’s Grandmother); Darlene Scaia (Pat Bilotto’s cousin); David Skog (son of Rita
Skog); Sandy Suarez, Cleo Vernon (the Rev. Kathy Williamson’s mother); Dr. Abraham Yale; and
Marshall (friend of Jon Skog).

Serving in the military: James Classy, Sam Classy, Trevor Dawson, David Elmore, Andrew Holms,
Kelcy McKenzie, and Christopher Muschett.

Permissions
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise arranged by Michael Burkhardt. © 1996 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of
MorningStar Music Publishers.lWhat Does the Lord Reguire of You © 1986 Desert Flower Music/Jim and Jean Strathdee. Take
My Life, That I May Be tune by William D. Phartis; arranged by Mark Sedio. © 1998, 1999 Augsburg Fortress.
Livestreamed/reprinted with permission, OneLicense.net #A-731937..
Call to Worship and Stewardship theme come from SaltProject.org



CONECT

Congregations Organized for a New Connecticut
Congregaciones Organizadas para un Nluevo Connecticut

Sunday, October 18 | 4 PM
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Meeting
Sunday, Oct. 18
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service

Please see Herald and Weekly Word
for more information
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Join us for

Fellowship!

Sundays following the
10:15 a.m. service

Every Sunday during
the 10:15am service

XL Disciple Road: Children 4 yrs to 5" Grade

Disciple Middle Road: For youth 6 to 8" Grade
ROAD The Nursery: Professional nursery care

e T staff is available 9.45am to 11.45am.

For more information contact Minister of Children and Families
kfeeney@firstchurchfairfield.org
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